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The Ring of Chiarraighe 

Celtic Dancers

The Ring of Chiarraighe Celtic Dancers consists of approximately 45 dancers ranging in age from 6 to 24. Having performed throughout the Southern Tier and as far away as Hunter Mountain in the Catskills, these dancers give the audience a taste of traditional and original Irish dance, from the High-Cauled Cap to Riverdance-like routines. The group is led by Kerry Lea Ferguson, who choreographs and teaches Irish dance at her Horseheads’ studio, Let’s Dance. 

Kerry Lea’s interest in Irish dance began during her teen years after seeing a Riverdance demonstration on television. She became a student of Eddie Murphy’s at Drumcliffe Irish Arts, where she performed with the Drumcliffe Dance Project. After several years of instruction, Kerry also became an instructor for Drumcliffe’s Bing-hamton studio. 

The Ring of Chiarraighe came into existence in the late 1990’s. The interest in Irish dance was growing stronger by the year, and Kerry’s number of Irish dancers was also strengthening. She had several original  numbers choreographed when Pat Kane contacted her about

having her girls perform  at the Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day Festival. The event was a success, and the performing group was born.

From that point on the dancers have been requested to perform at dozens of functions throughout the Southern Tier of New York and into the Northern Tier of Pennsylvania. Their list of shows includes many Irish events, but they have also entertained at weddings, anniversaries, nursing facilities, business luncheons, and dozens of festivals and shows.

For information regarding The Ring of Chiarraighe Celtic Dancers, you can contact  Kerry Lea Ferguson at 796-2689. 

